zSay it Quickly: Use an Elevator Speech.
Use this worksheet to identify key components of your pitch, or create your own.
	EXAMPLES/SUGGESTIONS
	YOUR HOOK

	1. What’s your “hook”?
· Each year, among US children aged 2 to 17:

· Half are victims of a physical assault.

· One in twelve is a victim of sexual assault.

· One in three witnesses violence.  (NCTSN 2009)

· Children age birth to 1 year have the highest rate of victimization; 21.7 in 1000 of that age have been abused or neglected. (HHS 2008)
	

	2. What are you offering?
· Evidence-based practices that improve outcomes for children who have experienced trauma.
· The knowledge and experience to leverage the resilience and capacity of children with the strength of caring adults and families to create lasting, positive outcomes.
· Developmentally and culturally appropriate services and approaches. 
· A wide variety of practical, culturally resonant and effective tools for adults who work and live with children affected by trauma.
· Innovative and engaging learning models to train professionals in every system that serves children. 
	

	3. How are you being funded? 
· With federal funding from SAMHSA, NCTSN is the only national grantee organization with a singular and comprehensive focus on one of the most pervasive and treatable public health problems affecting our nation’s children and families−childhood traumatic stress.
· Through three year SAMHSA grants, network members leverage the clinical wisdom and practical understanding of leading academic experts, clinical researchers, front-line providers, and children and families. 
	


	4. Who’s involved (key staff, partners)?
· Our initiative is an unprecedented collaboration between mental academic experts, clinical researchers, front-line providers, and children and families.
	

	5. How are you better than the competition (or other grants)?
· Proven-to-work practices that improve outcomes for children are now widely available.
· Hundreds of thousands of children receive effective services and rely on support systems shaped by deeper understanding of what trauma means and how to address it.
· Through NCTSN, there is a powerful national response to help children and families affected by trauma.
· Because of NCTSN, the impact of trauma has been overcome by hundreds of thousands of children in the United States.
	

	6. What’s your “ask”?
· Set up meeting to further discuss.
· Visit a Web site.
· Attend a meeting/event.
· Share email address

· Exchange business cards.
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